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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of STANFORD IN THE VALE PARISH COUNCIL  

held on Wednesday 7th May 2025 at Stanford in the Vale Village Hall 

Present: Cllr Middleton (Chair)  Cllr. Burls   Cllr. Dixon  Cllr. Foulkes  Cllr.  Howes

 Cllr. Kent Cllr. Lewis  Cllr. Page Cllr. Silk   

Cllr Evans (OCC) 

 

Claire Lewis (Clerk)    

0 members of the public  

 

01/05/25 To elect the Chair for the year 2025/26 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr.  Howes 

SECONDED By Cllr.  Burls 

IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr. Middleton was elected Chair.  All in favour 

 

02/05/25 To receive apologies 

  Cllr. Isaacs 

Cllr. Caul (VWHDC) 

 

03/05/25 To receive Declarations of Interest from Cllrs on any agenda item 

• Accounts for payment – Cllr. Middleton (expenses) 

 

04/05/25 To receive, approve & sign as a true record, minutes of previous meeting 2 April 2025 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Lewis 

SECONDED By Cllr. Kent 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted, subject to clerk reviewing sentence in clerk’s report 

regarding IT policy requirements. All in favour with 1 abstention from councillor not present at 

previous meeting. 

 

05/05/25 To receive report of County Councillor 

Priorities 

• A417 at Mellor’s 

• A417 at Mill Farm (some holes filled this week) 

• Challenge length of time for roadworks outside River Meadow  

• A417 at Shellingford Crosswords 

• Will attend PC meetings where possible, will send a report in advance if cannot attend 

• Will produce a quarterly newsletter 

• Will hold quarterly “street surgeries” 

06/05/25 To receive report of District Councillor 

  District Councillor on vacation 

07/05/25 Questions/comments from Parishioners 

  None 
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08/05/25 Election of Officers: a) Deputy Chairman b) Hon Secretary c) Senior Councillor 

a)ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Middleton 

SECONDED By Cllr. Page 

IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr. Lewis was elected as Vice Chair .  All in favour 

 

b) No one offered to be Hon Secretary  

 

c) ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Middleton 

SECONDED By Cllr. Silk 

IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr. Isaacs was elected as Senior Councillor.  All in favour.  

 

09/05/25  To agree working groups for 24/25 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Howes 

SECONDED By Cllr. Kent 

IT WAS RESOLVED that working groups constituted as follows:  All in favour 

 

• Finance and Planning Committee – all councillors 

• Personnel committee -  Cllr. Middleton, Cllr. Kent, Cllr Howes 

• Working groups: 

o Environment – Cllrs. Middleton, Kent, Foulkes and Isaacs 

o Rec and Leisure including Skate Parks and play kit – Cllrs. Middleton, Lewis, Page, 

Howes, Silk and Isaacs 

o Public Work of Art – Cllrs. Kent and Isaacs 

o QEII – Cllrs. Middleton, Lewis, Silk, Burls, Foulkes and Isaacs.  Frank Coldwell to be 

co-opted onto working group 

 

10/05/25 To appoint up to 4 PC members to Village Hall Management Committee 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Middleton 

SECONDED By Cllr. Silk 

IT WAS RESOLVED to appoint Cllrs. Lewis and Dixon to the Village Hall Management Committee.  All 

in favour 

 

11/05/25 To receive report of Chairman inc. items for next agenda 

• We had our first meeting of the QEII Field Working Group on 15 April 25. The group agreed to 

meet regularly on the third Wednesday of every month.  

• We have signed a new lease with the football club. Particular thanks go to Cllr Isaacs for driving 

this forwards to completion. 

• I have written to the Speedwatch Group to see if we can assist in its organisation and 

coordination and Cllr Foulkes has offered to get involved in helping with a relaunch. 

• Both the clerk and I have been in touch with local first responders to discuss how we might assist 

in the recruitment of further volunteers. I have also written to the South Central Ambulance 

Service to explore if we can assist with recruitment and training of additional first responders for 

the village. 

• I’ve been contacted by a parishioner about starting a scheme to acknowledge voluntary 

work/pro-social community behaviour within the village. 

• I’ve been contacted by a parishioner about installing a public work of art on the tree stump on 

Church Green. I will pass the enquiry to the public work of art working group. 

• The developers of Cottage Farm have been in touch, requesting our comments about possible 

transfer of open space to the parish council for community use. 
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12/05/25 To receive correspondence and Clerk’s Report 

Correspondence – relevant copies are in the meeting correspondence folder  

1. VWHDC Climate Action Fund is now open for applications from £250 to £10,000: Climate Action Fund 2025/2026 
- open now - Vale of White Horse District Council 

2. The Police and Crime Commissioner has written to local councils with a short update and a request to complete 
a survey on improving links to local councils: https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/local-council-survey/ - Cllr 
Middleton 

3. Earthline have opened a Public Consultation (6-22 May) for a new quarry at Shellingford: 
https://www.earthlineltd.co.uk/home-farm-shellingford/.    

4. The campaign group against development at Wicklesham quarry have emailed – letter in folder for your 
information only. 

5. The South Central Probation Service annual report on Unpaid Work is in the folder.  

 
Clerk’s report  

1. S106 archaeology funding agreement has been signed by all parties, now awaiting payment.  
2. The new Football Club lease has been signed by both parties.  
3. Nursery End Land Registry Deeds transfer has not completed.   I have revised the S106 application after 

feedback from VWHDC.  Action: Clerk to determine whether VWHDC will pay additional interest for the 
delay 

4. CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund account is now open 
5. OCC has not paid the grass cutting fee of £2874.30 which is usually transferred on April 1st.  I am chasing. 
6. Equipment Update: 

• Teen shelter groundwork is complete 

• Teen shelter due for delivery 20th May 

• Eibe Cherry play unit being delivered to ARD this week 
7. I am preparing the year end Accounts, AGAR and supporting materials and have passed the required 

information to the internal auditor.  This year, we are one of the 5% of councils randomly selected for an 
intermediate review, which requires additional information to be provided: 

a. Details of the arrangements for the reviews of the bank reconciliations and an example of such 
procedures being performed. 

b. Evidence of where the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct have been 
adopted or reviewed in the year (1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025), or details as to why this has not 
been done this year and the date of the last review. 

c. A confirmation that the Council regularly seeks assurance regarding internal controls and an 
example of such procedures being performed. 

d. A copy of the relevant trust deed for each of the charities for which the Council is sole managing 
trustee and a copy of the annual Charity Commissions report for each of the charities for which the 
Council is sole managing trustee. 

8. A new version of the Model Standing Orders has been issued.  I will add to the June agenda to review, along 
with the Code of Conduct.   Changes are related to: 

a. new procurement legislation and to ensure consistency with NALC’s Model Financial Regulations 
b. Code of Conduct requirements 
c. The language is gender-neutral in line with NALC policy and the Civility and Respect project.   

9. As mowing season has started, there is a need for an agreed mowing regime.  Action: 22/06/24 is still 
outstanding  - Cllrs. Middleton, Austin, Brooks and Lewis will review the village management plan. 

10. Recent planning decisions, both granted: 
a. P25/V0358/HH and P25/V0356/LB  – Cromwell House - replace extension 
b. P25/V0107/LB and P25/V0106/FUL – Mill Farm – conversion of farm building to annexe 

 
  

https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/community-support/grants/climate-action-fund/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/community-support/grants/climate-action-fund/
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/local-council-survey/
https://www.earthlineltd.co.uk/home-farm-shellingford/
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13/05/25 To approve Accounts for Payment 

 
ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Foulkes 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Lewis 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Parish Council approves the accounts for payment.  All in favour. 
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14/05/25  To approve Monthly Statement of Accounts 

 
ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr.  Howes 

SECONDED By Cllr. Foulkes 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Parish Council approves the monthly statement of accounts. All in favour.   
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15/05/25 To review FY24/25 financial performance  

 
16/05/25 To approve the external audit Annual Governance Statement 24/25 (AGAR Section 1)  

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr.  Lewis 

SECONDED BY Cllr.  Middleton 

IT WAS RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement 

 

17/05/25 To receive and approve the external audit Accounting Statements 23/24 (AGAR 

Section 2),  if available  

Carried forward to June 

 

18/05/25 To approve and adopt the Risk Register  

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr.  Middleton 

SECONDED BY Cllr.  Lewis 

IT WAS RESOLVED to adopt the Risk Register.   All in favour. 

 

19/05/25 To approve updates to the Financial Regulations  

  Carry over to July.  Action: Clerk to compare versions of Financial Regulations and send to councillors 

ahead of  next meeting. 

 

20/05/25 To review recommended actions from contractor risk assessments  

• Action: Clerk to check how many years that Darren has been using mower – Clerk 

• Action: Cllr. Page, Lewis and clerk to reconcile the asset list 
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• Action: Cllr. Burl to do quarterly equipment check 

 

21/05/25 To consider an application to the PPC for Speed Indicator Devices  

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr.  Lewis 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Howes   

IT WAS RESOLVED that apply to the PPC for 2 SIDs.  All in favour 

 

22/05/25 To receive an update on the QEII planning application  

• Cllr. Silk is chasing VWHDC for officer report and decision notice following signoff of 

archaeology 

 

23/05/25 To receive an update on the Wayfinder Trail  

• Stones are at quarry 

• Mosaics being created 

• Met with Local History Society 

• S106 funding application ready  

 

24/05/25 To review recommendations for security cameras  

• Cllrs Lewis and Kent to review.  Cameras will need to be in place for new teen shelter, due to 

be delivered 20 May.  

25/05/25 To approve any training requests  

  No training requests  

26/05/25 Provisional date of next meeting – Wednesday 4th  June 2025 

27/05/25 Questions/comments from parishioners  

•  Ongoing issues with drug dealing in the village.  All incidences should be reported to the 

police – this can be done anonymously.  Action:  item to be added to Parish newsletter.  

Meeting finished at 9.43pm 

 


