
Stanford in the Vale 

Parish Council 

 
Explanation of Significant Variances 

(over 15% and £500) 

Year Ended 31 March 2025 

Box No 2024 £ 2025 £ Difference £ Explanatory notes 

Box 3 – Total other 
receipts 

56,480 116,583 60,103 60,440 
1,879 

500 
(2,716) 

Increase in one-off grant funding (CIL, S106, local funds) 
Increase in interest received 
One-off donation received for digger hire 
Reduction in ‘miscellaneous’ income and rental income  
 

Box 4 – Staff costs 13,960 16,485 2,525 2,525 
 

Increase in local wages aligned to national living wage. Increase in Clerk’s regular 
hours and increase in wages aligned to national pay award. 
 

Box 6 – All Other 
Payments 

53,034 93,712 40,678 773 
 
 

3,614 
 

976 
 

1,797 
 
 

16,578 
 

(1,217) 
 

319 
415 

(271) 
 

(1667) 
 

One-off increase in Capital Spending (CIL Projects: Play Fort surfacing and 
installation, Skate park and teen shelter removal, new teen shelter surfacing, 
new playground equipment, tree works) 
One-off increase in Capital Spending (S106 Projects): in-year purchases include 
new teen shelter, design phase of Art Trail, new equipment for MUGA.  
One-off increase in Capital spending (Gardens and Community Orchard): in year 
purchases new trees for Orchard and Jubilee Garden design  
One-off increase in Capital spending (Other community assets): in year 
purchases include new defibrillator and cabinet for Bow Road, defib batteries 
and spring bulbs  
One-off increase in Capital Spending (Play Area): Purchases include Play Fort and 
surfacing and replacement play equipment seats 
One-off decrease in administration costs – no election costs this financial year 
and a reduction in training taken by councillors and clerk.  
Increase in running costs , more mowing and strimming than previous year 
Increase in QEII Recreation Field cost due to field topping 
Decrease in equipment service and repair:  normal mower service – previous 
year incurred multiple mower part replacements 
Decrease in Greens and Gardens costs – normal maintenance activities and nor 
replacements 

 



(5829) 
583 

 
366 

 
(204) 

24,398 
 

195 
103 

(252) 

Decrease in Health & Safety costs: previous year had tree works 
Increase in Leisure and Recreation costs: increase in playground equipment 
maintenance 
Increase in mower and strimmer expenses – mower out of service during 
previous year  
Decrease in repairs and sundries: more time spent mowing this year 
Increase in Legal and Professional fees: New QEII archaeology work needed to 
support planning application 
Increase in grants allocated 
Increase in donations 
No S.137 payments  

Box 7 – Balances 
carried forward 

40,747 77,133 36,386   

Box 8 – Total value of 
cash and short term 
investments 

60,757 128,542 67,785   

 

Explanation of differences between boxes 7 & 8 

The balance of £77,133 (Box 7) comprises: 

• £635 Prepayments (relating to insurance) 

• £51 Accounts receivable 

• £128,542 cash at bank and in hand (Box 8) 

• Current Liabilities comprising  

o £28,693 accounts payable 

o £27,690 accrual for playground equipment  

o £677 - rent received in advance 

o (£4,965) - VAT Control 

 
 


